Copyrighted Materlal

AMERICA WHITHER? —ON TO WASHINGTON 201

The personal hunily he bad spoken in five sats reachd i lowes
shenking point In the Hall of Asembly.of the New Yotk capiol *, It
e e Theld myself without mock modesty, the humblest of all
individuals that have ever been clevated to the Presidency, I have a more

cult task to perform than any one of them. When the time comes [
spesk a5 wel s 1 am abi for she good of the presen and, futur of chis
county—for the good boh of the Noreh and

Do Hudson River, with greetings at Troy, o, eckaldl, Then
New York, the Front Door to Americs, where il ships came in from the

seven sas 10 one of the great world pors; where the 35,000 votes for Line
golnfor Prsident were  third o the ol balors, where had grown up the
er of the coun vast controls over trade, smanufacture,

mniram' i Mayor eenarila Wood hnd decked thet New York
should establish itself as a free city, separate from the Umon, sovereign in
ol ke the seceded s of the South, therehy hoding i de and coo-
‘uninterrupted intercourse with every section” of untry; where
bribe money had pased n franchis and ity land dal Where the Mayor,
Is 2 s, had taken $5,000 apiece from two lawyers for nominations
ﬁpume Omm ,ndgumps, where the Mayor and his aldermen awarded
ontract for $279,000 when .nmhu— bid was $84,000 less;
i s Meyore skl fortasd T 0 i Y Sapt o0 ot ot
litics; where only the corruption of the courts o justice had saved the
ayor from conviction of forgery, perjury and other crimes; where the
Mayor and his brother Ben owned lotceries and were licensed as professional
gamblers through charters from Southern States; where they owned the New.
Vork Daily News and openly advocated the righs of the Confederate States.
Lincln rode in  procesion of o carsges led by a platoon of mounted
open carriage, a barouche, had a red
P o Tt e Ao i e o, o policemen




crowds in line. For the first time on his journey Lincoln faced a crowd of
peculiar curiosity, its silence having a touch of the sinister. The cheers and
shouts were not like Buffalo, Columbus, Indianapolis.

In the City Hall next morning, surrounded by aldermen and writers for
the press Lincoln faced Mayor Wood, spoke thanks for the reception “given
me .. . by a people who do not by a majotity agree with me.” And “in
reference to the difficultes . . . of which your Honor thought fit to speak

in sayin
probabilicy of its preservation shall cesse to exist without throwing the pas-

and cargo over
Wit kid gloves were then in syl for wear ac opera but Lincoln, in
box at the new and sumptuous Academy of Music on Fourteenth Street and
Irving Place, wore black kids on his large hands contrasting with the red-
Tebves b fmot T s box opposite, a Southern man remarked to the ladies
we ought o send some flowers over the way t the
il s Ui e v e i press commented on
the one pair of black gloves in x the packed Bouse,



m:
With mother and father they saw Barnum's museum and its mammoth mon-
strosities and concatenated curiosties.
“Abe is be re gnvt." said the humorous weekly Vanity

y jokes as he Fid e T e i get things

‘He
plciy o i b don's ok ot
Greel in ms morning Tribune that the g ere
o th o, of i Southern efervescence?
2" And Greeley printed a version of a

lopped  Lincolss
Ree e relly o have vl wert
coln fable:

“When 1 ws a young lawyer, snd llingis wes ligle sewed, 1, with
other lawyers, used to ride the circuit. Once a long spell of pouring rai
Houed the whole countiy, Abuad of us wis For Kive, Jeuger 5an al
the rest, and we could not help saying to cach other, ‘If these small streams
give us so much trouble, how shall we get over Fox River?' Darkness fell
before e had resched tht sream, and we all stopped at s log taver, had
our borss pu up, and esolved co pas he nigh, | Pere we were sight glad
o U e e g Elder of the circuit, who rode it in
all weather, knew all jts ways, and could tell us all about Fox River. So we
all gathered around him, and asked him if he knew about the crossing of

of Lincoln and his way of regarding portents of trouble.”

& second fabip was olfere New Lovk pohtiaat sk, 1 vacs bnew s
good, sound churchman, whom we'll Gl Erawa,” Liscoln wes quoeed
“who was on a committec to erect a bridge over 2 dangerous and rapid river.
Architect after architect failed, and at last Brown said he had a friend named
Jones who had built several bridges and could build this. ‘Let’s have
said the committee. In came Jones. ‘Can you build this bridge, s




S o )
the democrucy, 1 behma i e T ha pi i e e
on the Southern side.”

The New York reception of the President-clect was the most claborate,
precentious, detailed, cxpm,m_. nd yet the coldest—of all on the Lincoln
journey toward inauguration.

Before the New Jersey Asnbly ac Trenton he rferred o himslf aguin
s of no personal importance and thanked them for receiving him
representative, for the time being, of the majesty of the people of the United
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e man does not live who is more devoted to peace than 1 am.
N i e pa i preserve it. Buc it may be necessary to put the
foot down firmly. [Here the audience broke out in cheers so loud and lon

har for some moments it was imposible 1 heat M, Lincale's woie) Ang
i 1 do my duy, and do right, you will susain me, will you not?” Loud
cheers, and cries of “Yes, yes, we will” He ¢ he
Taighe b the lst Presidont of the Unieed Rt fm blp of o]

ould suffer atack now, there will be no pilot ever needed for another
0 netont s Philudelphia st four oclock. In the horl paror Lincoln
stood handshaking chat night for an hour or two. Later i B Judd'
it mp ook Abiae kel L
Phladelphia, Wilsingion & Bamre Ralroad, to gurd tmins ...a hndg:!
and circumvent threatened explosions and fires. Pinkerton of “We
ome o know, Mr. Lincon, nd beyond the shadow of donbl, tht there
exists 2 E o esaminate Y00, The witspt wil b made on’ your ey
throvgh Beeimore, day afet orrov. T am here to elp in ouwiting the

3t with I croses, s god-natured curiosy on his face

i v s Tock. “1 xa Senlog, M. P

‘A Basber pamed Fernunidina wis fagimost smong the conspiators, accord:
ing to Pinkertonsspcs, wh he said, had been at work.for weeks'and had

ome “bosom friends and inseparable companions’

ti
Pinkerron went pessonally to Baltimore, purporting to be a Georgia seces-



sionist, and “Fernandina cardially grasped my hand, and we all reured to 2
prire mioen” Femandios v St T Tt i e way S

as
well might you attempt to move the Washington Monument yonder with
your breath, as to change our purpose. He must dic—and die he shall.” With
another drink by this time, he was asked about the police. He had fixed

ey a4l with . ¥ kavo oo the Ghiet Mandal of Police i
he is all right. Tn a weck from today, Lincoln will be a corpse.” Also
seemed thut Pinkenon detcred snothér compinstr med Hil, who b
drank heavy and often, and also was ready, in his talk, to kill Lincoln. He
said, in the Pinkercon report, “I shall immorulize myself by plunging &
knife into Lincoln's heart.

Lincoln interrupted with many questions. Supporting Pinkerton's view-
point were the practical Judd and the equally practical Samuel M. Felton,
2 railroad president who considered the evidence positive of a plot to bum
railroad bndgs, blow up trains, “and murder Mr. Lincoln on his way to
Washingron.” Pinkerton gave deils of 2 wild-eyed plot. The police chief
at Baltimore was arranging to send only a small force to the railroad dey
where a gang of toughs would start a fight to draw off the policemen.




the Fernandina assassins would clos: round the President-elect and deliver
the fusl sbot or knlfe thrus, “We proposes mid Pikeron, 0 ks you
o0 to Wakingtan this vry mghl. N Voot st sl arehs o your

mel..  debberted, dhens “Gendemen, | sppeecas the suggecios, sod
while I ¢ thing essential in the way of misrepresentation, I do not
foal 1 ca 5o 7o Wasblagion tonight. Tomorow morsiog 1 huve promived
1o raise the flag over Indej pendenct Hall, and after that o visit the legisla-
ture ar Harrisburg. Whatever the cost, these two_ promises 1 must falfll
Thereafir all b eyt comileramy. plen yut ey, acopie™

i rick W. Seward, son of Li

ol's snnoanced Secreizy of Sue. e foued Clestout Sixer d the Con-
tinental Hotel gay with a serenade to the President-clect, music, flow

buzzing conversations, and “brillintly lighted parlours filled with il 24

entlemen who had come to ‘pay their respects. " Laman took Seward to

Ticour bedstan, “Bresently Chcod Latoies caled " wios Sestd of
that night, “and we met Mr. Lincoln coming down the hall . . . After
{riendly greting he st down by the table e i % ligh to pere he
letter 1 had brought” The communications his father had so secretly and
Barrcdly seot on. which Lincoln reud deiberatly twice, seremed s report of
one Colonel Stone:

A New York deective offcr on duy in Baltimore for thce wesks st repors

this morning that there is serious danger of violence to, and the assawination of,
M. Lincols in his pasage chrough thae ey, should the s o that pasage be

vra. He sates tha thece 47 banded rowdics holding secree mecting, ang ek
fisiibody threasof mobbing and violnce, and has hcl heaed 1 declre
that if M. Lincoln ared they would like to be the men .. - Al
sk might be el e el gadbcdnllp e
i . Lioola sod ' wmnf of s panty theough Baidmore by 3
Yiould bring M. Lineola snd o po




“Did you hear any names mentioned” Lincoln pressed. “Did you, for
instance, ever hear anything said about such a name as Pinkerton?” No,
Sewszd 1 beard o uch mame. Lincoln amiled. If iffernt pesons ot
knowing of each other's work, have been pursuing separate clues that led to
the same result, why then it shows there may be something in it. But if this
i ool he s mory, Shered throngh rwo channels, ud retching me in
two ways, then that don't make it any stronger. Don't you see2” They
cussed it further and Lincoln rose, “Well, we haven't got to decide it mmgm,
anyway.”

T studying what to do Lincoln had to consider the silsace of Beeimars
and Maryland. Governor Thomas H. Hicks of that state favored the Union
25 against secession and was himself threatened with death by men proclaim-
ing their volunteer militia would shoot down Northern soldiers en route to
Washington, wonld burn supply depots and riruad bridges, would if war
game march hel corpe to Wastiogn wd ke that cty, Govecnor Hlicks
had s seething and sensitive public 1o hand! ready to show whar
they conle 4 with gans, hoba, stoses, i e fighting. The marshal
of police, George P. Kane, was an open secessionist.




At six o'clock that morning of February 12, Washington's "“"‘.MX Lin-
coln amid cannon salutes and crowd applause pulled a rope and r fiag
over Independence Hiall. Inside Independence Hall he spoke to an audience
ernwding All comers wxl oviiiowwg, Fle ad oftms goadersd oves e
“dangers” incurred by the men who had assembled there and framed the
Declaration. Not merely scparation from a motherland, but liberty 2s a hope
t0 all the world, for all furure time, was the sentiment guiding chem. “It was
that which gave promise that in due time the weights should be lifted o

the shoulders of all men, and that ail should have an equal chance .
asked if the country could be saved on that basis. If so he would cnmdcl
himself one of the happiest men in the world. “But, if this country cannot
b saved withou gvig up thar principle1 vas abowt o sy 1 woul rcher
be assassina t chan surrender it.” He could see no need of
Viooses tnd wak. “And T ity sy in advanc, dhere will b no blood shed

unless i be foreed upon the Governme:

Judd had been up neatly the whale in a conference with Pinkerton
i other men. rranged for Lincoln to journey from Harrisburg on
uF ran chat night tnder condicons chey belicved wonld deliver i
slley ', Washingen the next motming, In Hlarriburg, erid gots and pia-
, Lincoln replied to Governor Curtin's welcome that under the weight

of b great responsibi
you that I bring a Sufficient " He would lean on the people. “If
my own strength o il shll s lest il back upon these masses, who,

1 think, under any circumstances will ne



‘That evening Lincoln was at a table in the d.\ninq room of the Jones House
in Harrisburg- He had made the speches dting the day, Itened o other
speeches longer wn, alked with Governor Curtin and men of

wer in Pennsylvania, and held 8 confercoss with mesbar of ki puny,

or the firse time others than Judd learned of the change in plans. Judd had
told Lincoln these other old friends should know what was afoot, Lincoln
lppmvmg “I reckon they will laugh at us, Judd, but you had better get

meon (ald them, “Unless there are some other reasons besides [rzr of
sidicul, | am disposed to cary out Judd's plan.” A. K. McClur,leilative
member and a founder of the Republican ény was sure he heard Lincoln
would the nation think of its President seealing inco its capital
 in che night?” while Govemor Curtin declared the question not
one for Lincoln to deci

lose to six o'clock meln was called from the dinner table, went up-
stirs to_his room, chan inner dress for 4 traveling suit, and came
down with a soft felt hat mclung in his pocket, and  folded shuwl on his
arm. A carriage was ready. Then, as judpm r. Lamon went first
into the carriage; Col. Sumner of the régulac army, was following close after




Jutie o thi Pesomlowiid Ballowl, s6lc e of T, oo lighin on,
Lamon carrying two ordinary pistols, two derringers and two Jarge kni
“Tulegreph lnmann hud e U riea 41 g it o ot of Finesbricy
were shut off till fu x orders.
In Philadel after ten 2 carrisge with Detective Pinkerton and
Supmmndm Kmncy of the P. W. & B. Railroad met Lincoln and Lamon
Pennsylvania Railroad station and took them 1o the P. W. & B. sta-
uon, where they were pot on the i car. of the New York-Woshingun
an detective working for Pinkerton ad reseved rear besha
ot slupmg~c". one for her “invalid brother” to be occupied by Lincoln,
who was quickly in his berth with the curtains carefully drawn.
Unksions'to Mokestoa o Lamon, on dm last car 3 powerfully built man,
rmed with a revolver, slept in a berth eng: at New York. He was Soper-
intendent John A. Kennedy of the New Vork Po]u:e department, an officer
af vllnr and i m‘I;Fnzy, who did not know that his detective, Bookstaver, had
n and reported his Baltimore findings to Seward.
K:nnedy Wwas aciog o roports rcaived from his other £wo e in Be
more, and his intention, as he slept in the same car with Lincoln that night,
was to warn the authorities in Washington next morning that Lincoln would
require safeguarding in his scheduled trip across Maryland the next
Baltimore was reached at 3:30 in the morning, and of the stop a.m
Pinkerton wrote: “An officer of the soad entered the car and whispered
my ear the welcome wurdx “All's well' . . " An hour and more the train
‘waited for a cmmtmin in from the west. A drunken traveler on the train
platform sang “Dixic, ung over and again how he would live and die in
dear old Dixie. Lincoln murmured slecpily, stid Pinkerton, “No doubt there
will be a great time in Dm: by and by." Excepe for “a joke or two in an
andertone,” Lincoln s nox beard from duing he nighe, according to
Lamon. At six in the mmmg the President-elect stepped off the crain in
Washington.




Thus ended the night ride of the vanishing and reappearing President-
elect. The special train from Harrisburg drew into Baltimore in the after-
noon like o clock with its hour hand gone, disppoining Mayor Geonge
Brown, city officias and an immense crowd. “At the Calvert station were
e e then 1000 peoples” wrots L K. Bowes 10 Howell Cobb In Georgls
Yand dhe moment the tain arived, supposig Lincoln was sboad,the mst
terrific cheers ever heard were sent up, three for the Southern Confederacy,
hree foe galant ) Davie! snd. thice grows for the Ral ks’ Had
Lincoln been there, contrary o my preconceived opinions, he would have
met. \vl!h trouble

many variations the tale went world-wide of the long-shanked Chief
Mnglsmte in flighe disguised in a Scotch plsid cap and a long milicary cloak.
In thousands of journals ¢ ws repeaed in news icems, cartoons and. edi
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